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FOOD SCIENCE TECHNOLOGIST 
CANADIAN LANGUAGE BENCHMARK 

 
Canadian Language Benchmarks describe the second language proficiency of people and their ability to 
communicate effectively in the workplace and community. They describe language proficiency in the areas of 
speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
 
Bridging the Canadian Language Benchmarks and Essential Skills supports the successful integration of adult 
newcomers and immigrants into the workforce. The Food Science Technologist CLB accompanies the Essential Skills 
Profile for Food Science Technologist (NOC 2211).  Access the Food Science Technologist Essential Skills Profile at 
www.fphrc.com. 
 
Overview of Canadian Language Benchmark (CLB) Standards 
 
A Canadian Language Benchmark is a description of a person’s ability in a specific language skill. 
 
Each benchmark describes: 

 Characteristics of Speaking, Listening, Reading or Writing ability as listed in the Profile of Ability. 

 What a person can do in each language skill, as presented in the Competency Statements. 

 Specific conditions under which abilities can be demonstrated (including factors such as time constraints, 
length of task/text, assistance given), as listed in the Profile of Ability. 

 Examples of possible communication tasks for community, study and work contexts, as illustrated in the 
Sample Tasks. 

 Indicators of task success, as listed in the Sample Indicators of Ability found below the Competency 
Statements. 

Benchmark Stages 
 
The 12 benchmarks are organized into three stages, numbered I, II and III. Each stage is associated with a degree of 
complexity and demand. Within each stage, there are four benchmarks that progress from initial to fluent ability.
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This progression indicates a learner's progression across a stage, as reflected in the Profiles of Ability that appear on 
a single page for each stage. 
 
The three stages are: 
 
Stage I – Basic Language Ability (Benchmarks 1–4) 
Basic language ability encompasses abilities that are required to communicate in common and predictable contexts 
about basic needs, common everyday activities and familiar topics of immediate personal relevance. In the CLB, 
these are referred to as non-demanding contexts of language use. 
 
Stage II – Intermediate Language Ability (Benchmarks 5–8) 
Intermediate language ability encompasses abilities that allow fuller participation in a wider variety of contexts. It is 
the range of abilities required to function independently in most familiar situations of daily social, educational and 
work-related life experience, and in some less predictable contexts. In the CLB, these are referred to as moderately 
demanding contexts of language use. 

                                                           
1
 The term "fluent" describes a degree of ability within a stage and is not an absolute descriptor of discourse. The term does not 

mean that a learner speaks or writes with fluency. It means that a learner has reached a successful degree of ability in the types 
of tasks and at the level of demand associated with a particular stage of the CLB. 

http://www.fphrc.com/
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Stage III – Advanced Language Ability (Benchmarks 9–12) 
Advanced language ability encompasses abilities required to communicate effectively, appropriately, accurately and 
fluently about most topics in a wide range of contexts and situations, from predictable to unfamiliar, from general to 
professionally complex and from specific to nuanced, in communicatively demanding contexts. Learners at this stage 
have a sense of purpose and audience when communicating (including distance, politeness and formality factors, 
appropriate register and style, suitable volume or length of communication, accuracy and coherence of discourse, 
vocabulary range and precision). At this stage, communicating can involve using language within high-stakes or high-
risk social, academic and work-related contexts, and in situations in which features of the communication (such as 
diplomacy, tact, precision) can have significant consequences. In the CLB, these are referred to as demanding 
contexts of language use. 
 
Note 
Many ESL learners are at different benchmarks in the four language skills, and a learner's separate benchmarks are 
often in different benchmark stages. For example, an individual learner might be at Listening Benchmark 6, Speaking 
Benchmark 4, Reading Benchmark 7 and Writing Benchmark 5. 
 
The following table illustrates how the CLB are organized. 

Stage I – Basic Language Ability 

   

Benchmark and Ability 
Level 

Listening Speaking Reading Writing 

CLB 1: Initial 

CLB 2: Developing 

CLB 3: Adequate 

CLB 4: Fluent 

Interpreting simple 
spoken communication in 
routine, non-demanding 
contexts of language use 
within the four 
Competency Areas. 

Creating simple spoken 
communication in 
routine, non-demanding 
contexts of language use 
within the four 
Competency Areas. 

Interpreting simple 
written communication in 
routine, no demanding 
contexts of language use 
within the four 
Competency Areas. 

Creating simple written 
communication in 
routine, non-demanding 
contexts of language use 
within the four 
Competency Areas. 

     

Stage II – Intermediate Language Ability  

   

Benchmark and Ability 
Level 

Listening Speaking Reading Writing 

CLB 5: Initial 

CLB 6: Developing 

CLB 7: Adequate 

CLB 8: Fluent 

Interpreting moderately 
complex spoken 
communication in 
moderately demanding 
contexts of language use 
within the four 
Competency Areas. 

Creating moderately 
complex spoken 
communication in 
moderately demanding 
contexts of language use 
within the four 
Competency Areas. 

Interpreting moderately 
complex written 
communication in 
moderately demanding 
contexts of language use 
within the four 
Competency Areas. 

Creating moderately 
complex written 
communication in 
moderately demanding 
contexts of language use 
within the four 
Competency Areas. 

Stage III – Advanced Language 

   

Ability Benchmark and 
Ability Level 

Listening Speaking Reading Writing 

CLB 9: Initial 

CLB 10: Developing 

CLB 11: Adequate 

CLB 12: Fluent 

Interpreting complex 
spoken communication in 
demanding contexts of 
language use within the 
four Competency Areas. 

Creating complex spoken 
communication in 
demanding contexts of 
language use within the 
four Competency Areas. 

Interpreting complex 
written communication in 
demanding contexts of 
language use within the 
four Competency Areas. 

Creating complex written 
communication in 
demanding contexts of 
language use within the 
four Competency Area 
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The following pages show the Canadian Language Benchmark (CLB) for Food Science Technologist.  

READING CLB | FOOD SCIENCE TECHNOLOGIST 

Benchmark Level 10  

 CLB Stage 1 CLB Stage 2 CLB Stage 3 
CLB 
Levels 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

R
EA

D
IN

G
 

  ES Level 1        

     ES 
Level 2 

      

      ES Level 3    

         ES Level 4   

          ES Level 5 

 

 Reads popular newspaper and magazine articles and popular easy fiction as well as academic and business 
materials. (8) 

 Extracts relevant points, but often requires clarification of idioms and of various cultural references. (8) 

 Reads in English for information, to learn the language, to develop reading skills. (8) 

 Uses unilingual dictionary when reading for precision vocabulary building. (8) 

WRITTING CLB | FOOD SCIENCE TECHNOLOGIST 

Benchmark Level 9 

 CLB Stage 1 CLB Stage 2 CLB Stage 3 
CLB 
Levels 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

W
R

IT
IN

G
 

   ES Level 1        

     ES Level 2      

       ES 
Level 3 

    

        ES 
Level 4 

   

       

 
  ES Level 5 

 

 Writes to offer and request information, clarification, agreement/commitment, and to express feelings, 
opinions and ideas. (9) 

 Writes faxes, memos, e-mails, formal letters and informal reports. (9) 

 Effectively proofreads and revises own text with occasional input from others. (9) 

 Demonstrates good control of complex structures and adequate organization, but flexibility in tone and style is 
limited. (9) 

 Grammatical errors (e.g., in article use) and errors in word combinations (e.g., phrases, collocations and idiom 
use) still occur. (9) 
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SPEAKING CLB | FOOD SCIENCE TECHNOLOGIST 

Benchmark Level 9 to 10 

 CLB Stage 1 CLB Stage 2 CLB Stage 3 
CLB 
Levels 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

SP
EA

K
IN

G
     ES Level 1       

     ES Level 2     

        ES Level 3   

          ES Level 4 

 

 Independently obtains, provides and exchanges key information for important tasks in complex routine and a 
few non-routine situations in some demanding contexts of language use. (9) 

 Leads routine meetings and manages interaction in a small familiar cooperating group. (10) 

 Interacts to coordinate tasks with others, to advise or persuade, to reassure others and to deal with complaints 
in one-on-one situations. (9) 

 Chooses expressions appropriate to the level of formality of the situation. (10) 

 Responds to perceived hostility, blaming, putdowns, sarcasm, etc. (10) 

 Considerable level of stress affects performance when verbal interaction may result in personal consequences, 
depending on the action taken or impression made by the learner. (9/10) 

 

LISTENING CLB | FOOD SCIENCE TECHNOLOGIST 

Benchmark Level 9 to 10 

 CLB Stage 1 CLB Stage 2 CLB Stage 3 
CLB 
Levels 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

LI
ST

EN
IN

G
     ES Level 1      

      ES Level 2     

        ES Level 3   

          ES Level 4 

 

 Obtains complex detailed information, ideas and opinions needed for important tasks from multiple sources in 
demanding contexts of language use. (10) 

 Comprehends main points, details, speaker's purpose, attitudes, levels of formality and styles in oral discourse 
in moderately demanding contexts. (8) 

 Often has difficulty interpreting verbal humour, low-frequency idioms and cultural references. (9) 

 Input has clear speech, organizational structure and transition signals (9) 

 Only occasionally misses a topic shift or another transition. (10) 
 


